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I will not worship in TB Joshua’s church, says Adeboye 
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Leading pentecostal churches in Nigeria have explained why TB 
Joshua cannot be granted permission to join their fold, The 
Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria, (PFN). 

One of them, Pastor Enoch Adeboye, Overseer of the 
Redeemed Christian Church of God, voted one of Newsweeks 
50 Most Powerful People in the World went further to say that he 
will not even worship in Joshua's Church. 

Asked whether he could worship in Joshua's church, Adeboye 
retorted, “No! Definitely not! If he wants me to 

come and minister in his church, we will sit down; we will discuss the issue of salvation the way I 
understand it, according to the scriptures. If we agree on that and he now wants me to come and preach 
the same message of salvation in his church, then I will go.” 

For President of the PFN, Rev. Ayo Oritsejafor of the Word of Life Church, before Joshua could even 
qualify to be a PFN member, he should show who tutored him as a pastor in the first place. Joshua is 
reputed to have said that he was converted in his mother's womb. 

But the PFN president replied that, “Jesus did not say by their words you will know them; he said by the 
fruit you shall know them. If T.B. Joshua can show me his pastor who pastored him before he said he 
was called into the ministry; if T.B. Joshua can tell me when he got converted and how he got converted, 
then we would consider him. Anybody who is a Christian is a Christian because he received Jesus Christ 
at a point. 

I gather he said he was converted in his mother's womb and I don't see anybody like that in the Bible. It 
is a conscious decision you make and it doesn't happen in your mother's womb.” 

Secretary General of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), Rev Moses lloh in his response to the 
controversy, asked the government to leave Christian leaders out of their national awards. 

Recently, some of religious leaders in Nigeria were given national honours by President Umaru Musa 
Yar'Adua based on their humanitarian services. 

The awards were criticized by some religious leaders who said some of them, such as Pastor TB Joshua 
did not deserve the award. In the ensuing the controversy, General Overseer of Redeemed Christian 
Church of God has declared that he will never worship in TB Joshua's church for any reason 
whatsoever. 

Reverend Ayo Oritsejafor, President Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria, lashed out that TB Joshua's 
healing and miracles are not yardsticks to admitting him into any of the religious group, CAN or PFN, just 
as Reverend Moses lloh , scribe of Christian Association of Nigeria, (CAN), a body responsible for 
regulating the affairs of Christianity in Nigeria added his voice to the controversy. Excerpts: 

Why has the Fellowship refused to grant T.B. Joshua's application for membership? 

I will love to leave that one to the president because when the president speaks, it will be PFN that 
speaks. It will not be the personal opinion of Pastor Adeboye; but I can assure you the PFN has spoken 
before on that issue and if you raise it with the president once more, he will tell you exactly what we said. 
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I will not worship in TB Joshuas church, says Adeboye 

PFN signed to reiterate the body's decision on this particular person. If you ask the president again, he 
will elaborate on that. 

Is it a foreclosed issue? Is it that the man cannot repent? Why is the Church dancing round the issue of 
T.B Joshua? 

The Church is not dancing round the issue of Joshua. We said what we said categorically and by the 
time you make a publication in newspapers, you are sticking out your neck. 

You are saying that if I am sued on this issue, it is okay by me. So, by the time you go as far as putting 
your signature down in a publication, you have made your stand absolutely known. There is no issue of 
dancing round it here. 

Now, on the issue of repentance, anybody can repent. I mean why are we preaching the gospel? We 
are preaching the gospel because we believe that even those who say there is no God today can 
change their minds and say there is God tomorrow. You needed to know who I was before the Lord 
saved me. So, if He could change my life and turned me into a preacher, He can change anybody. 

But if he invites you, will you minister in his church? 

No! Definitely not! If he wants me to come and minister in his church, we will sit down; we will discuss the 
issue of salvation the way I understand it, according to the scriptures. If we agree on that and he now 
wants me to come and preach the same message of salvation in his church, then I will go. 

Ayo Oritsejafor: Tell TB Joshua to show us who pastored him before he was called into the ministry 

What is happening to some memberson suspension and those who have not been allowed to join the 
body? 

Let me start with those that have been suspended. All of them are back in the body, with the exception 
of one or two. And I think things have been smoothened out. Nearly of them had come and written to 
apologise to us. 

They have all gone through that. It is only one person that I have not written to inform of the lifting of 
suspension and that is because of one technicality or the other. On those that have not been allowed to 
join, you have to take each case on personal merit. 

On Ayorinde, honestly I don't know much about him and his case. I have seen him in some of our 
gatherings but honestly I don't know much about him. 

And if that is anything wrong, it will be brought to my notice, and if he feels he is not accepted, he has to 
come and talk to me so that we can sort it out. But those that we think are doing offensive things, we will 
accept them when they take care of these things. 

Why are you not taking TB Joshua? 

We are not taking T.B Joshua but like I said, he too can repent and be converted tomorrow. T.B Joshua 
can say I accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and personal saviour; I repent of my sins. Then he can say, 
come check me out and see what I am doing then we can consider accepting him. PFN is for all; nobody 
is really excluded. 

But he too preaches the gospel with miracles? 

Jesus did not say by their words you will know them; he said by the fruit you shall know them. If T.B. 

Joshua can show me his pastor who pastored him before he said he was called into the ministry; if T.B. 
Joshua can tell me when he got converted and how he got converted, then we would consider him. 

Anybody who is a Christian is a Christian because he received Jesus Christ at a point. I gather he said 
he was converted in his mother's womb and I don't see anybody like that in the Bible. It is a conscious 
decision you make and it doesn't happen in your mother's womb. 

Govt should leave Christians out of awards, says lloh 

How would you describe the national honours given to some religious leaders by President Yar'Adua? 

It's a Federal Government palaver, and as long as it is PDP that is in power, it is in the best position to 
honour any Nigerian with whatever honour. And it is the right of any honoured Nigerian to either accept 
or refuse. 

And if you look at those who were given the honours, they were a mixture of different persons including 
those who called themselves nominal Christians, Pentecostal Christians and even unbelievers. 
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First of all, it is expedient to look at the yardstick on which these particular persons were honoured. 



One should not also forget that the Federal Government is not a Christian government, so its yardstick 
might not be based on the Bible. 

And so if one should look at it from that perceptive, it (FG) is at liberty to do what it wants but the 
important thing is the decision of the individual to accept the national honour. 

But, personally, I do not agree with various kinds of honours given by whatever government, not only 
now but even in the past. 

Isn't Prophet T.B. Joshua qualified for such honour? 

That someone is picking beggars on the street does not mean he should be honoured. If a robber steals 
from the nation's treasury and comes back tomorrow with all kinds of gifts for the poor, it does not make 
him a saint. 

Would you close your eye from the fact that he is a robber? I would rather look at the source of his 
wealth than what he offers. It only interprets that he is a crook, a liar, a cheat and he must not be 
honoured. 

It doesn't matter what he does. The one who gives the final honour is Jehovah. I'm not against giving to 
charity but let us look at this so-called charitable fellow or organisation. 

I would rather say religious people should not be included in such honour. As a child of God, it is always 
good to give glory to God. Every religious leader should learn how to say no to such award. They can 
only thank the government and reject the honour. That is my sincere advice to the so-called pastors who 
belong to my constituency. 

Government should try and leave Christians out of awards or honours because they are not working for 
perishable reward.. They can be honoured for other things but not for doing the work of God. Let 
government stop tempting Christians. 

What's CAN position on this issue? 

If you want my opinion, CAN should be dismantled now because it is not actually a Christian dominated 
organisation as it should. CAN should be dismantled so that what is called church in Nigeria could be 
restored. 

Let every church leader come together and have a standard and well structured constitution based on 
the word of God that would better the church and the country. 

It will interest you to know that there is what we called chosen in CAN which is contrary to the word of 
God. There is everything in CAN both Christians and non-Christians and as much as you want to know 
anybody can belong to CAN. 

The fact remains that CAN was not founded on Christianity and so it would be difficult to start debating 
that now. 

It was founded during a military regime and that makes it an emergency organisation. It is better if 
Christian leaders can come together and put up a visible church that would represent the invisible body 
of Christ which is called the Church and the only head of that church is Jesus Christ. 

CAN should resolve to put up a body capable of ruling the nation. I belong to CAN but I have always 
wished and prayed that one day, it will be pushed apart so that we can have a church in Nigeria. 

Written by Sam Eyoboka and Ebun Babalola 
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Paul | 2/11/2013 7:43:00 AM 

I dont know whether TB Joshua was worshiping in any church before starting his own ministry. If at all at any time in his 
life was not born again then this is another issue to consider his service because one can not serve the Lord before 
conversion. 
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Else I can consider that , this is the war against his successful ministry (in human view, i dont know in God's view). 

Otherwise, may the Lord protect his true church from force ministries! 

Reply 1 



CYRILLE | 9/27/2013 5:04:00 PM 

Well the bible says that we should judge not and if they've asked TB Joshua to produce a mentor and he doesn't , that 
shouldn't be any problem really because if all these leaders are of GOD , they should ask GOD before taking any further 
decision (where have they kept the spirit of discernment to know if he's real or not?) 

Reply 



Isaiah 2 | 2/24/2014 5:11 :00 PM 

I agree with you 



Reply 



Prophet Peter akowa 1 1/3/20141:17:00 PM 

Gate of heaven healing ministries int'l . How do u know a man of God? By their fruit. I believe on one thing any child of 
God who is born of God that has the spirit of God in him or her cannot speak AGAIST the fellow brother who has the 
same spirit. God is notan author of confussion. Pastor adeboye or pastor Ayo oristsejafor and others being the member 
of Pfm or not is not a pass to heaven. All of u are judging t. B. Joshua , why the bible says donot judge any one is for 
God alone . Every body has his own calling and his own gift. I am not speaking for Joshua but face ur calling. Come to 
thing of it how young churches out ther u people has help to promote the kingdom of God either by church building or 
honour their invitations if u are in invited to such trying to grow rather busy buying jets for urself. Preach ur message and 
do the work God called u people and stop judging anybody. 



Reply 



Pst Engr Blessing. | 2/10/2014 11 :1 0:00 AM 

My heart bleeds at matters like this. If men of God can be against each other, what would they expect followers to do? 
The much talked about T. B Joshua is calm and quiet yet, they are killing themselves because of him. The more they 
talk about him the greater he becomes. They should check the lugs in their eyes before removing the speck in 
Joshua's eyes. 



Reply 



Isaiah 2 | 2/24/2014 5:12:00 PM 

I agree with u Prophet.. God bless u 



Reply 



Prophet Isaiah 2 | 2/24/2014 5:09:00 PM 

Ask Adeboye who mentored or pa stored Elijah the prophet in the Bible.. Your pastor who pastors you cannot call you 
into ministry, It is God who calls people into ministry... 

Reply 



a If red | 3/25/2014 2:48:00 PM 

through saying 



Reply 



alfred | 3/25/2014 2:52:00 PM 

ask them who preach to pual before he was converted? and people like Elijah as someone mention and the rest in 
the bible? if truly they want to know if he is a true man of God or no is to ask God and he wil tell them. 



Reply 



Austine | 4/1 5/2014 11:41:00 AM 

Leave TB Joshua alone & do your own thing, he is nt begging anyone to come to his church .serving God is nt by 
force, why people dtcall themself a Christian, born again & men & women of God engage the self in criticism.God knows 
who is serving him in truth & spirit,therefor do nt judge what u don't no. 

NOTE: Is not a must that u must have a mentor b4 u serve God. 



Reply 



DR MASAMBA | 5/4/2014 1 :58:00 PM 

am very surprised the same ADEBOYE claims to know bible but he is busy criticizing TB JOSHUA and he is always 
teaching pipo not to judge .belong to pfn is it the point of entry in the heaven? leave ourTB JOSHUAalone and i ve 
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never heard any single day TB JOSHUA criticizes others 

Reply 



Kondwani Mwantende | 6/13/2014 3:32:00 AM 

Tb Joshua is a true Man of God, by their fruits we shall know. I see the fruits of love, humbleness in Tb Joshua, and I 
thank God for raising prophet in our generation to God be the glory. 

Reply 



Evangelist Dunamis Appiah Ramson | 6/30/2014 2:45:00 AM 

Oh! Nigeria why do u follow signs n wonders, decieving spirits n things thaught by demons.(1tim 4:1 ) thz man T.B 
Joshua came to Ghana n share holy water through that he killed 3 people, can holy water gives life? A man of God n 
Ghana saw in a vision that thz man is nt a man of GOD n he added that if u want to knw that t.b. Joshua is a man of God 
or nt just fast for 3days n God will reveal it to u n it is true. Fellow nigerians! Seek yeah the kindom of God and its 
righteousness n all other things shall be added unto u. Av u forgotn that false prophet will come n by their signs n 
wonders they will decieve many(matt 24:24) beware of t.b. Joshua. 

Reply 



pharm.Chijioke | 7/16/2014 5:23:00 PM 

Men of God, it is high time we focus on our call and stop criticism. God alone knows those who are His. Again, PFN as a 
body has lay down criteria for accepting membership, hence which so ever ministry that do not meet up with these 
should not be admitted. SIMPLE 

Reply 



prince amaeze | 8/5/2014 3:51 :00 PM 

Tb Joshua is the only man God that emulate the life of Jesus Christ. His humbleness, love, caring and teaching the word 
of God give him advantage over so called pastors 

Reply 



Michael Buxton | 8/27/2014 1 :32:00 AM 

I have red a lot about T.B Joshua, and so many things said by other pastors, but let me ask, if pastor A says pastor B is 
evil n not a converted Christian and Pastor B also points a wrong finger at pastor A, who is the saint?? who is the 
devil?? Jesus Christ came for a purpose n fulfilled His purpose, He called many n chooses few, He choosed the few for 
a purpose, why don't we as men of God face or purpose of calling and fulfill it?? how long will men of God sit n want to 
change situations with their tongue instead of praying for God s will in this country? T.B Joshua, if u Luke serve the Most 
high, its ur business, Adeboye, if u like serve the most High its ur business, let every man do n serve what n who he 
/ikes, the day of judgement awaits us. its better to pray for urself n others to be saved than waste time and talk about 
who joins the pfn or. vice versa, God help us. 

Reply 



LOVE POWER | 9/2/2014 7:26:00 PM 

I grew up a pentecostal under one of the biggest ministry in Nigeria, now serving as minister of the Gospel by His grace. 
I have followed the ministry of nearly all the great men of God in the world, mostly in Nigeria including Daddy GO of 
Redeem, Ayo, Daddy Oyedipo and Late Papa Idahosa. Friends do not let any man sow evil seed into your heart, just 
last night I was in dream before even seeing this post and I saw a man of God who I also know and respect so well in 
Benin City. In my dream I was walking with him, and he called me by name and said, if anyone want to be use and want 
to be a genuine man of God like me and TB Joshua, he must be addicted to studying the Word of God. TB Joshua is 
God anointed and sent to the world at this time, follow his love teaching and example. If you see him otherwise you are 
on your own. 

Reply 



MOG |9/21/2014 2:18:00 PM 

Jesus Christ who is the author and finisher of our faith came that we all might have life, therefore cast aside all side 
talks, fables and controversies about one pastor or the other, your faith shall make you whole. 

Reply 



baba 1 12/2/2014 10:06:00 AM 

Take it or leave it. T.b.joshua is a man God of our dispensation. Letd haters and jealous people goes to hell. 

Reply 



Olusegun idowu | 3/26/2015 5:54:00 PM 

It is not good for both adeboye or ayo to criticise t. b. joshua openly : is a shame to Christianity 

Reply 
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pst Moses Akporube | 3/26/2015 10:22:00 PM 

Heaven is n,t made for everybody so, let.everyman be in place of his calling until the great master Jesus will arrive to 
select the sheep from the goat. Stop judging PLS. 

Reply 



Prince oluwatobi moses | 6/2/2015 3:04:00 PM 

Pis i want u pastors to stop criticising GOD choosen prophet T.B JOSHUA bcos he is spiritualy blessed more than u 
haters shame onto C.A.N and P.F.N most especially it's chairman AYO ORITSEJAFOR 

Reply 



kombothierry | 7/25/2015 4:36:00 PM 

man does'nt call one , God does it ask Adeboye if he does'nt believe that the hollywood spirit is the greatest mentor so 
ever ; u can be mentor by a man of God but not called by God 

Reply 



REVELATION | 7/25/2015 7:20:00 PM 

i do believe that T.B is the man of GOD bcs of he always preaching the words of GOD,i dont believe that SATAN can 
drive out SATAN only GOD, AYO focus on ur church and do not gossip abt 1 another or mayb is bcs of u have a 
jealousy? 

Reply 



Oliver moses | 8/12/2015 11:43:00 PM 

u so called CAN and PFN or whatever you are all fake pastors, you are all talking nonsense again the true man of God 
that alone makes me to know that u are all fake pastors and u are not sent from God. You are all political pastors licking 
from federal government treasuries and trying to hide ur evil deeds by trying to critisize a true man of God prophet TB 
Joshua the one whom GOD has ordained HIS Prophet. You are the same people in the scripture that said that OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST was a demond possessed that they should kill OUR LORD JESUS 

Reply 



lucid from Lebanon 1 1 0/6/2015 7:29:00 PM 

Who pastored, Moses, Joshua, Daniel, Elijah, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 

Adebayo should tell me, God will punish you all forjudging his prophet whom he called for his work 

Reply 



Michael 1 10/25/2015 7:22:00 PM 

Pis am a living testimony of my only Papa Prohet T B Joshua, oh what a Servant of God is dis? I bless the womb dat 
gave birth to him. The bible say we shal knowdem by their fruit nd those so-called Adiboye nd co are showing their 
weakness, they should go for Prophet T B Joshua for Deliverance nd some teachings of the word of God. T B Joshua 
the only Prophet of this Generation. 

Reply 
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